
Quality Growth 
Commission
2020 Legislative Report

2020 
Since our last annual report, the Quality 
Growth Commission has worked with local 
governments and land preservation entities 
toward the preservation of an additional 
2,248 acres across  9 projects in 7 counties. 

Utah’s enviable economic success in recent years yields one of the state’s greatest ongoing challenges: growth. As Utah 
retains and attracts the best and brightest individuals, demand for housing increases, traffic congestion worsens, open spaces 
are lost, and air quality and water availability are threatened. In short, the very quality of life that makes Utah so attractive 
will likely be diminished if we do not take proactive steps to preserve it.   The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has further 
underscored the need for access to open spaces, outdoor recreation, and attractive amenities as residents have participated 
in outdoor recreation in record numbers.  Additionally, the increased participation in remote work options and the associated 
flexibility of employees being able to work from anywhere with an internet connection further increases the the need for 
holistic planning that includes open space amenities, strong community character, and sustainable local food production. The 
Quality Growth Commission’s role to preserve and restore critical open and agricultural lands through the LeRay McAllister 
Critical Lands Conservation Fund continues to be essential for the ongoing success of our State. 

• Avon – 1100 acres in the southern portion of the 
Cache Valley. This ranch property is also critical winter 
range for deer and elk and contains culturally significant 
grounds to the local Shoshone Band.

• Coalville – 105 acres of farmland and riparian habitat 
along the Weber River. 

• Millcreek City – 1.1 acres in the heart of the Salt Lake 
Valley will open public access to many more acres of 
publicly-owned land along the Jordan River in Millcreek. 
This project will restore riparian habitat and improve 
recreation access for thousands of local residents while 
preserving valuable open space in an urban setting.

• Cottonwood Heights – 13 acres in Cottonwood Heights. 
This project preserves valuable recreation access and 
open space near the mouth of the Little Cottonwood 
Canyon in the foothills of Cottonwood Heights City.

• Logan City – 73 acres in Logan City adjacent to the 
Logan River. This project is under review with a goal to 
preserve riparian habitat and wetlands adjacent to the 
Logan River. The project would allow public access and 
the expansion of the Logan River trail system and 
preserves prime agricultural soils and riparian habitat in 
a rapidly-growing city. 

• Midway – 102 acres in Midway along the Provo River. 
This is one of the last remaining grass-fed dairy 
operations in the state and is an integral part of 
Midway's rural character. The family-owned working 
dairy also provides public and school-group tours to help 
keep the public in touch with where their food comes 
from.

• Provo City - 36 acres adjacent to the Provo River Delta 
project near Utah Lake. This project adds to a critical 
mass of preserved open spaces and preserves 

agricultural uses and wildlife habitat in Utah County.
• Iron County – 818 acres of forest and ranch land in Iron 

County. This property is being managed as critical condor 
habitat near Zion National Park and is also prime elk 
habitat and used for grazing sheep.

• La Verkin City – the Confluence Park is a unique desert 
ecosystem in La Verkin City where 3 rivers join together
in a historically significant location. This funding was 
used to restore the area to a natural setting and remove 
invasive species.
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The Utah Quality Growth Commission
Statewide Commission, Statewide Impact

124
projects

24
counties

>95,000
acres preserved

$213 million
In matching funds

Making an impact…

Utah’s approach to Open Lands

FREE MARKET APPROACH
only willing buyers and willing sellers

LOCALLY DRIVEN
Collaborative approach, projects driven by 

landowners and local government

REASONABLE PRESERVATION
Lands must be managed and kept in use

FISCALLY PRUDENT
Requires matching funds to leverage state dollars, 

matching funds leverage state dollars at an 8:1 ratio

Since 1999, the Quality Growth Commission has used $25.4 
million from the LeRay McAllister Critical Lands Conservation 

Fund to leverage over $216 million to preserve or restore lands 
in 24 of Utah’s 29 Counties. Over 95,000 acres of critical wildlife 

habitat, watersheds, and prime agricultural lands have been 
preserved to date.

The Commission boasts a diversity of backgrounds, political affiliations, and expertise - including real estate 
expertise, local government representatives, recreation and natural resources experts and agricultural interests.


